
Sunday, August 7, 2005 
Remember in Prayer: Melba Cox; Sally Etta Crawford; 
Lawrence Dawson; Tommy Dawson; Greg Hopper; Carolyn 
Jordan; Mary Sue Kidd; Deliah Mann; Howard Moody; Janet 
Rooker; Gabby Rutledge; Caleb Smith; Jamie Spence, father of 
Edna Ray; Jon Street; Austin Simpson; Ruby Street; Arthur 
Swanson; Chris Tatum; Calvin and Ollie Ursery; James Willbanks; 
Alvie and Louise Williford;  
Pantry item for the month of August is liquid soap. 

The periodic singing at Briar Crest Extended Care is today at 4:30 
PM. 

There will be a prayer meeting today at 5:00 PM. 

If anyone would like to purchase a t-shirt for our upcoming youth 
rally, there is a sign-up sheet in the back. The deadline for this 
order is today. 

 

News & Notes 

 
The Ashland Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 25 
Ashland, MS  38603-0025 

ashlandcoc@juno.com 

Sunday: 
 Bible Study 9:30 AM 
 Worship 10:30 AM 
 Worship 6:00 PM 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Study 7:00 PM 

Shepherds: 
 Barney King 
 Junior Roberson 
 Carrol Street 

Sermon In Preview: Focus on the Family: 
AM: The Role of Children in the Home (Psalm 127:3-5). 
PM: Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage (Matthew 19:9). 

For the Record (July 31, 2005): 
Attendance: Contribution: $.00 Budget: $1205.00 

 
 

 

 

 “Give to the Lord, O families of the peoples,  
 Give to the Lord glory and strength” (Psalm 96:7). 
 

 
Focus on the Family: 

My Family and God’s Salvation 
Jeremy Northrop 

 
 We live in an age of communication. We live in an age of 
internet, email, fax machines, television, and radio. All of 
these are mediums where by one can exchange information 
and communicate with another person or group of people. 
Talk radio and talk television are more popular than they have 
ever been. In general, these things are one person giving 
another person advice or information. We live in a 
communication age. We are a communicating people. 
 Closely akin to but still separate from this is the fact that 
we live in an age of relationships. In general, people want 
other people in their lives that can help give them meaning 
and assurance. We want friends and relatives with whom we 
can talk, share, and confide. The goal for businesses today 
and for many organizations is to be relational. The underlying 
theory is that if we can be relational, then the usual events and 
activities of the business or organization will be smoother, 
better, and more effective.  
 Now, here is the fly in the ointment. Communication is a 
very, very difficult process. It is hard for me as one individual 
to take my thoughts and feeling about a particular subject and 
convey them to you. We use words, expressions, and even 
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subtle meanings but it is still very difficult for me to 
communicate exactly what I think to you. In conjunction with 
this, relationships are difficult to build and build well. The 
scholars say that relationships are dynamic or constantly 
changing. What might help a relationship one day could hurt 
the same relationship the next day. They are hard to maintain 
and difficult to build. 
 God knows this. It is little wonder that he provided so 
much about communication and relationships in His word, the 
Bible. If one were to take out all of the passages that deal 
with communication or building and maintaining 
relationships, there would not be much of a Bible left. The 
fact that communication and relationships are difficult is why 
there are such injunctions as “Therefore, whatever you want 
men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets” (Matthew 7:12). This is why the Bible gives 
commands to husbands, wives, parents, and children 
(Ephesians 5-6). This is why the Bible has such wonderful 
information that will improve communication and 
relationships in a great way. 
 The fact is that all of us are biased and prejudice with our 
own families. The adage is true: “I may complain about my 
family to you but don’t you ever insult them to me.” Every 
grandparent thinks they have the best grandkids. Most 
husbands would say he has the best wife in the world. Young 
boys want to and do grow up to be just like their fathers. And 
sadly, most people make excuses for their family.  

 
“It’s hard for my son to go to church because 

he has so to do much with school and other activities.” 
 

“I know Dad smokes but it was  
acceptable when he was younger.” 

 
“He may not be a Christian  

but he is a good, moral person.” 

 
“Well, he has to provide for his family.” 

 
“It may not be the best situation,  

but it’s only temporary.” 
 

 These statements and others are extremely detrimental to a 
person’s salvation and spiritual growth. God wants first place 
in every Christian’s life (Luke 14:26). God puts a great 
responsibility on those who have families (1Timothy 5:8; 
Titus 2:3-5). Sadly, the spiritual responsibilities that we have 
to our families are often overlooked. The man is to be a 
spiritual provider to those of his home. Adam went wrong in 
the garden because he allowed Eve to eat of the forbidden 
fruit (Genesis 3:1-15). Lois and Eunice are not noted for 
giving Timothy a great education or supporting his extra-
curricular activities but rather for giving him faith (2Timothy 
1:5). Job was not willing to join his wife in her sinful attitude 
toward God nor did he make excuses for her but rather 
remained committed to God no matter the cost and even 
rebuked his wife (Job 2:9-10). 
 Now, consider the cost of ignoring a family member’s 
spiritual situation. Not only does it cost that person their soul. 
It is also an action that will have to be considered on 
judgment day. If I were to make excuses for my son thus 
ignoring his spiritual condition, I will stand for such actions 
before God (Ecclesiastes 12:14). It seems inconsistent to 
spend a great deal of time with people on Earth in such a way 
that you know you will not be spending eternity with them. 
Why would a person want to marry another when he or she 
knows that they will not be in eternity together? Why would 
parents want to encourage their kids to do well in sports at the 
cost of not doing well with God? Making excuses for 
someone only aids them in their sinful practices. 
 Do you genuinely help your family with the important 
things in life? 


