
Sunday, May 1, 2005 
Remember in Prayer: Enis Autry, client at Briarcrest extended care 
fell and broke his hip; Sally Etta Crawford; Tommy Dawson has been 
having heart trouble; Carol Holmes fell this past week and broke her 
foot; Leon Jackson is in the hospital after an accident; Mary Kidd had 
her last treatment; Deliah Mann; Don Mitch, father of one of Ashley 
Anderson’s teachers will be undergoing heart surgery; Howard 
Moody; Janet Rooker, Tommy Dawson’s sister remains in need of 
prayer; Jamie Spence, father of Edna Ray, has been diagnosed with 
cancer; Ruby Street; Calvin and Ollie Ursery; Alvie Williford. 
Sympathy is extended to the families of Chris Rixie, friend of Ashley 
Anderson and John Huey, Kristen Huey’s grand-father. 

The next ladies night out is Tuesday, May 3rd at 6:30 PM at the 
fellowship building.  
Be sure to check the bulletin board as there is always additional 
news and events posted. 
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Attendance: 109 Contribution: $1426.00 Budget: $1205.00 

 

 

 

 

 “Give to the Lord, O families of the peoples,  
 Give to the Lord glory and strength” (Psalm 96:7). 
 

 
Leaving and Cleaving 

Jeremy Northrop 
 

 In Genesis 2:18, Moses records: “And the Lord God said, ‘It is 
not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper 
comparable to him.’” The first problem that God saw in man was 
his loneliness. The story goes on to tell how Adam saw and named 
each of the creatures but could not find a helper suitable for 
himself. God then causes a deep sleep to come upon Adam and 
removes one of his ribs and forms the first woman. In Genesis 
2:23-24, the account tells Adam’s reaction to the creation of the 
first woman: “And Adam said: ‘This is now bone of my bones And 
flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was 
taken out of Man.’ Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”  
 Jesus emphasizes the point again in Matthew 19:4-6: “And He 
answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made 
them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For 
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh?’ So then, they are no 
longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, 
let not man separate.” It is the plan and purpose of God that men 
and women grow up and marry. Many reasons have been 
speculated as to why God wanted men to marry. The speculation is 
pointless because the Bible tells the reasons. First, marriage is an 
appropriate place for a sexual relationship (1Corinthians 7:2-4). It 
is the only acceptable place for procreation to occur and this was 
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one of the commands of God to Adam and Eve (Genesis 1:28). 
Another biblical reason for marriage is so that man will not be 
alone (Genesis 2:18). There are other things that could be 
mentioned but this will serve as an example of reasons why God 
wants men and women to marry.  
 The focus of this article are the words leave and cleave. It is 
sad that this culture condones premarital sex and the ‘acceptable 
age’ for such action seems to be getting younger and younger. 
Here is a point that needs to be made clear: God does not approve 
of premarital sex! He never has and never will. Anyone who 
attempts to show otherwise is not going to succeed. The Bible is 
clear: “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but 
fornicators and adulterers God will judge” (Hebrews 13:4). Just as 
sad is this current culture’s babies having babies. Young women—
perhaps even girls—are being promiscuous and suffering the 
consequences as they are having babies when they are not ready to 
have them. If people would follow God’s plans for marriage and 
the home, there would not be near as many sad things happening 
today. 
 God wants men and women to leave father and mother. The 
idea is that a person is no longer a part his or her parent’s family. 
He or she left that family. The reason he or she left that family is 
so that a new family could be started. Today, many people are 
getting married but they are not leaving mother and father. They 
are still very strongly attached to their parents and, in turn, are not 
developing a good relationship with their spouse. Some are taking 
this concept to the extreme and are not even moving out of Mom 
and Dads’ house. Thus, they are married and may even have 
children, but have not cut ties with their parents and—in a very 
significant way—are still treated like children. It is God’s plan is 
that before a person gets married, he or she needs to leave Mom 
and Dad.  
 God wants men and women to cleave to their spouses. The idea 
here is that they are stuck together so good that nothing can get 
them apart. The person is to stop cleaving to Mom and Dad and 
start cleaving to his or her spouse. This is proved by what Jesus 
continues to say in the text: “So then, they are no longer two but 
one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man 
separate” (Matthew 19:6). It is seen that if a marriage separates, 

God did not do the separating. It is His will that the marriage stay 
together and He will bring it together. If it separates, however, it 
will be because of man. The original word implies a union which 
nothing can dissolve. This idea is further seen in the creation act. 
The original woman was taken out of man showing that the wife is 
literally a part of the husband. The two halves make one whole. If 
there was more cleaving in marriages today, then there would be 
less leaving of one spouse or the other. God made provisions for 
man both when he is a young child and when he is a grown adult. 
 Finally, it is also noteworthy that God’s intent for marriage is 
that marriage is a life-long commitment. Paul said, “For the 
woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as 
long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the 
law of her husband. So then if, while her husband lives, she 
marries another man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her 
husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, 
though she has married another man” (Romans 7:2-3). While it is 
true that the modern day culture is tolerant and even encouraging 
when a couple gets a divorce, the word of God still teaches that 
God hates divorce (Malachi 2:16). It is past time for men to stop 
listening to the culture and start listening to God. 
 From a very practical standpoint, it is obvious why God wanted 
one man for one woman for life. Situations that deviate from the 
divine standard are generally in chaos. Those older people who 
look back and know they did not leave mother or father soon 
enough can tell of the great problems that occurred because of 
such. The person who has been married to more than one spouse 
can tell you of the consequences: heartache, despair, and 
loneliness. The children of a divorced marriage attest the problems 
that occur when people do not wish to heed the will of God. The 
staggering correlations between metal illness, drug use, domestic 
violence and broken homes show the sad consequences of not 
heeding to the divine plan. If more people knew these things and 
more, then more people would work ever harder to make sure that 
their individual marriages stayed together and that their children 
were raised in a godly home. 
 God’s plan for marriage is that a couple leave father and 
mother, cleave to each other, and be together for the rest of their 
natural lives. 


