News & Notes

Sunday, May 22, 2005

Remember in Prayer: Sally Etta Crawford; Tommy Dawson; Ralph
and Mannie Lee Greshan are both in the hospital in Ripley, MS; Carol
Holmes; Leon Jackson is in the hospital after an accident; Nikki and
Bryson Kennedy have been ill; Mary Sue Kidd; Deliah Mann;
Howard Moody; Lee Earl Perkins is in need of our prayers; Janet
Rooker; Gabby Rutledge; Caleb Smith, nephew of Wendy Roberson,
is in Methodist LeBonaur Children’s Hospital in Memphis, TN; Jamie
Spence, father of Edna Ray, has been diagnosed with cancer; James
Riley; Ruby Street; Calvin and Ollie Ursery; Jonathan Wilkerson, son
of Tracy Clayton, will be having surgery; Alvie Williford.

Sympathy is extended to the family of Roger Wilbanks.

The periodic singing at Briarcrest Extended Care is today at 4:30
PM.

The next elders’ meeting is today at 5:00 PM. Please feel free to
come and present anything you would like.

Sermon In Preview:
AM: - Preaching Christ: His Life
PM: .- Preaching Through John: His Public Ministry (John 1:19-12:50)

For the Record (May 15, 2005):

Attendance: 80  Contribution: $1071.00 Budget: $1205.00
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“Give to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
Give to the Lord glory and strength™ (Psalm 96:7).

Valuable Lessons from a Great Apostle
Jeremy Northrop

Peter calls Christians to live in the presence of God and in light
of their own heavenly inheritance (1Peter 1:1-21). There are a few
things that he says to do that will help Christians to live in such a
fashion. The first is to love one another with a pure heart: “Since
you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit
in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a
pure heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed but
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides
forever.” (1Peter 1:22-23).

Next, Peter instructs Christians to seek the pure milk of the
word so that they can grow. Notice in 1Peter 2:1, Peter says to put
off certain sins of the flesh and in verse 2, he says to desire the
pure milk of the word. As newborn babes, he instructs Christians
to focus solely on Christ as they belong to Christ. He explains that
Christ is precious and that Christians are stones to be built around
the corner stone—Christ Himself. Christians are not to live like the
world because they are not of the world. Rather they are the chosen
people of Christ and should live as such: “But you are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special
people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you
out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1Peter 2:9). The reason
for this is because living for Christ will make a difference in the
world (1Peter 2:11-12). This is a sobering verse to all Christians.
The lives that they live are an example to everyone else in the
world. Therefore, every Christian needs to examine his own life



and make sure he or she is giving a positive example that will
make a good difference in the lives of those in the world.

Then, Peter makes some very practical applications that will
help the Christian live for God. First, in 1Peter 2:13-17, Peter
exhorts Christians to submit to the government. Often times, when
a person speaks of the submission to the government, they will
notice Romans 13. Yet, Peter agrees with Paul when he tells his
readers to submit to the governing authorities. He makes it clear
that when Christians do not submit to the government, they are not
submitting to God: “For this is the will of God, that by doing good
you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men” (1Peter 2:15).
One of the best examples Christians can have before the world is to
submit to the government.

Also, Peter focuses on the relationships that Christians have
with other people. He tells the servants who are Christians to
submit to their masters. He tells the wives who are Christians to
submit to their non-Christian husbands. He admonishes husbands
who are Christians to be understanding and give honor to their
wives. One way in which Christians can live righteous before God
is to be fair and kind with other people. The reason godly wives are
to submit to their husbands is so that they can be won without a
word (1Peter 3:1). Again, it confirms that a godly example can
make a positive impact in an ungodly world.

Finally, Peter notices that if a person is going to live for God,
then he or she will suffer from the world. He says that Christians
will suffer for righteous living. He compares the suffering of
Christians to the suffering of Christ. Serving God means suffering
for God. The two go hand in hand. “Yet if anyone suffers as a
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this
matter” (1Peter 4:16). He admonishes his readers again that the
motivation for godly living must be love (1Peter 4:8). He
admonishes his readers again that the motivation for godly living
must be love (1Peter 4:8). He encourages the elders to shepherd the
flock in a kind and willing way (1Peter 5:1-4).

The reason for the exhortations for godly living is because the
devil is hard at work. He is working hard to make sure that all
people will not go to Heaven. “Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom
he may devour” (1Peter 5:8).

From the Elders:

As you are well aware, the year 2005 is quickly passing. It is
hard to believe that it is almost half over! Many things have
taken place that are encouraging and uplifting for the
congregation here.

First, the contribution average for the year is above the weekly
budget. Because of your generosity, we have been able to help
different ones in various mission efforts. We helped brother
Chuck Northrop in his recent trip to Ukraine. We have also
helped Jeremy Walls in his upcoming trip to Guyana and we
have helped Rannie Butler and Mitch Irwin in their mission
efforts. Thank you so much for meeting this challenge. A
congregation’s spirituality in many ways can be measured by its
giving. We are so thankful for your confidence and support of
us and to be a part of such a loving congregation.

As you know, we have been focusing on the theme of the
family and the home on the first Sunday of each month. In
conjunction with this, we were able to have the family
conference this past February. Also, we will be having a gospel
meeting with Burt Jones in July. One especially exciting event
that is being planned this year is our first-ever joint gospel
meeting with the South Ashland Church of Christ. This will be
the third week in October and will have different speakers all
speaking around the theme of biblical unity.

Of course, there is much work to be involved in for anyone who
would like something to do. Our annual vacation Bible school
starts the first Sunday of next month. The annual youth rally is
scheduled for August 20"™. All of these things would not be
possible if it were not for your giving, both of your money and
of your time. Thank you for your interest in spiritual matters.

For HIS Glory,

Barney King
Junior Roberson
Carroll Street




