News & Notes

Sunday, September 18, 2005

Remember in Prayer: Al Albertson, Mary Albertson’s son; Dorothy
Barkley; Kevin Bennett; Margaret Bennett; Melba Cox; Sally Etta
Crawford; Lawrence Dawson; Tommy Dawson; Flora Estes; Brenda
Hodges; Carolyn Jordan; Mary Sue Kidd; Ruth Ann Long; Deliah
Mann; Philip Mills; Howard Moody; Junior Roberson; Janet Rooker;
Caleb Smith; Jayme and Trucilla Spence, father of Edna Ray; Jon
Street; Austin Simpson; Ruby Street; Arthur Swanson; Calvin and
Ollie Ursery; Lee Walls; James Willbanks; Alvie and Louise
Williford; William Wilson, Mary William’s father;

Continue to remember all affected by Hurricane Katrina.

Sympathy is extended to the families of Hazel Cox and William
Henry.

Pantry item for the month of September is paper towels.

There is a work day scheduled for Saturday, September 24, 2005.
Please come and help.

Sermon: In Preview:
AM: - Lessons From Abraham
PM: .. Guest Speakers: Kevin Winstead, Tyler.Roberson, Jon Street

For the Record (September 11, 2005):
Attendance: 86  Contribution: $1957.00 Budget: $1205.00

The Ashland Church of Christ
P. 0. Box 25
Ashland, MS 38603-0025

ashlandcoc@juno.com

Sunday:
Bible Study 9:30 AM
Worship 10:30 AM
Worship 6:00 PM
Wednesday:
Bible Study  7:00 PM

Shepherds:
Barney King
Junior Roberson
Carrol Street

“Ashland
Announcer

*“Give to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
Give to the Lord glory and strength” (Psalm 96:7).

Important Bears For Christians
Roger Campbell

The Lord God created bears, along with other animals, on
the sixth day of creation (Genesis 1:24,25). As a young
man David killed both a lion and a bear (1 Samuel 17:34-
36). Two she bears attacked the lads that mocked the
prophet Elisha (2 Kings 2:23,24).

There are, however, others "bears" about which we read
in the Bible that are of far greater consequence to children
of God than the physical critters. There are some "bears"
that have been off limits throughout the ages, such as
taleBEARIing (Leviticus 19:16; Proverbs 18:8) and
BEARIng false witness (Exodus 20:16; Romans 13:9).

On the other hand, there are some "bears" that God
requires. Let us note a few of these important "bears" for
Christians about which we read in the New Testament.
The Lord wants each Christian to --

1. Bear his own cross each day — "If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me" (Luke 9:23). Whatever the hardship,
whatever the challenge, whatever the self-denial required,
whatever the responsibility, whatever the difficulty, we
must bear this cross for the sake of our Lord Jesus. Cross



bearing is a personal matter: "For every man shall bear
his own burden" (Galatians 6:5).

2. Bear fruit — God takes away every branch that does
not bear fruit (John 15:2). The branch (disciple) that
abides in Jesus, and Jesus in that branch, the same
"bringeth forth much fruit" (15:5). Jesus went on to tell His
apostles, "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples" (15:8). We are to strive
to be "filled with the fruits of righteousness" (Philippians
1:11). The fruit of the Spirit is to be seen in God’s children,
one and all (Galatians 5:22,23).

3. Bear temptations — When one becomes a Christian,
temptations are not removed. Not at all. Indeed, in some
cases they may intensify after a person obeys the gospel.
Here is God’s comforting news: "There hath no temptation
taken you but such as is common to man: but God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way
to escape, that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Corinthians
10:13). Thank God for providing us with a way of escape,
that we with His help can bear or endure our sundry
temptations.

4. Bear the infirmities of weak brethren — "We then that
are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and
not to please ourselves" (Romans 15:1). This is stated in a
context in which the Holy Spirit instructs saints to avoid
doing things that might cause a brother to stumble
(14:13,21), and to follow after peace and things that edify
(14:19). In those affairs that that are simply matters of
opinion or are in the realm of judgment, the strong (those
that have true knowledge in such areas but want to be
forbearing with those who are of a different persuasion)
are to attempt to please others for the edification of the
church (15:2).

5. Bear the burdens of those saints that are overtaken
in a trespass — "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a
fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be
tempted. Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the
law of Christ" (Galatians 6:1,2). If a brother or sister is
somehow burdened with sin, then we need to try to help
them bear such a burden — our motive is to restore such a
one that a soul might be saved from permanent spiritual
death (James 5:19,20).

6. FOrBEAR other saints — "Forbearing ["bearing with"]
one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a
guarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also
do ye" (Colossians 3:13). When we think about our need
to bear with one another, two other Bible statements come
to mind. First, love suffers long and is kind (1 Corinthians
13:4). Second, love "shall cover the multitude of sins" (1
Peter 4:8).

One that lives in sin and refuses to repent needs to be
rebuked (Ephesians 5:11). However, in matters that
simply involve differences in personality or opinion, we
need to strive to bear with one another. If we have love for
our brethren then we will want to be longsuffering with
them and overlook what we might consider to be
weaknesses in personality. Also, we need to bear with
new babes in Christ as they struggle to walk without
wavering.

These six "bears" that we have noted ought to be a part of
the life of each disciple of the Christ. Every one of us
needs to bear his own cross, bear fruit, bear temptations,
bear the infirmities of weak brethren, bear the burdens of
those that are overtaken in a fault, and bear with one
another.



