
Sunday, November 26, 2006 
Remember in Prayer: Alton Lee Alberson; Daryl Alberson; Sandra 
Albertson; Tommy Alberson; Jerry Bennett; Vikie Cobb; Tyler 
Curtis; Diane Cox; Sally Etta Crawford; Zach Hopkins; Carolyn 
Jordan; Francis Joyner; Bill Kelly; Dot Ketchum; John and Deliah 
Mann; Helen Miller; Diane Mize; Shirley Ortiz; Shelby Rowland; Bill 
Taylor; Calvin Ursery;  Roger Winstead; 

Sympathy is extended to the families of Dorothy Nutt and Charles 
Womack. 

Pantry item for the month of November is decaffeinated tea bags. 

Sunday evening service will now begin at 5:00 PM until otherwise 
noted. 
The elders will meet his afternoon at 4:00 PM. If you have 
anything you would like to bring to their attention, please do so 
then. 

 

News & Notes 

Sermon In Preview:  
AM: Salvation 
PM: Last Sunday-of-the-Month Singing 

 
The Ashland Church of Christ 
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For the Record (November 19, 2006): 
Attendance: 87 Contribution: $1342.00 Budget: $1352.00 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

When Does the  
Gospel Have Power? 

Chuck Northrop 

The apostle Paul wrote in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 
As one considers the statement that the gospel “is the power of 
God unto salvation,” one must ask when does the gospel have 
power? Because the gospel is the word of God, it is always 
powerful, or better stated, it always has the potential of being 
powerful. That is it always has the capability, the ability, the 
capacity to be powerful. This implies that there are times when it is 
not powerful, but those times are not because of the gospel but 
because man has suppressed it in some way. So, when does the 
gospel have power? 

The Gospel Has Power When 
Men Have the Courage to Proclaim it! 

In our text, Paul is speaking of the preaching of the gospel. In 
Romans 1:15 Paul wrote, “So, as much as in me is, I am ready to 
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.” The gospel has no 
power to the believer if it is not heard by the believer. In Romans 
10:14 Paul asked these questions, “How then shall they call on him 
in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher?” The answer to the questions are obvious. One cannot 



call on him in whom they have not believed and one cannot believe 
in him of whom they have not heard. Thus, it would be impossible 
to come to faith if the gospel was not heard for Romans 10:17 says 
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.” A gospel that is suppressed because no one will proclaim it 
is a gospel that has lost its power. A stick of dynamite has no 
power if the fuse is not lit. Paul recognized that a part of the power 
of the gospel was in the proclamation of the gospel, and, thus, he 
declared that he “was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.” 

When preachers will not preach the oracles of God, the whole 
council of God, the word of God, they suppress the life giving flow 
and the power of the gospel. A watered down, weak gospel can 
only produce watered down, weak Christians. Preachers who 
preach more “I think’s” and “fables” then “thus saith the Lord” 
should be ashamed and repent. And, Christians who tolerate such 
preaching should also be ashamed and repent. Has the gospel lost it 
power? NO! Therefore, we need preachers who will “Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2) for the power 
of the gospel can only yield fruit if it is proclaimed. The sword 
must come out of its sheath! 

The Gospel Has Power When 
Men Have the Courage to Obey It! 

Remember, Paul wrote that the gospel “is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth.” The one who is to timid or 
to cowardly to believe and obey the gospel has not been moved by 
the power of the gospel. They are not like those on Pentecost who 
when they heard the preaching of the gospel, “they were pricked in 
their heart and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?” (Act 2:37). As a result, “they that 
gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there 
were added unto them about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). 

Remember also, that “it is the power of God unto salvation.” There 
are those who have been moved by the power of gospel but not to 
the desired intent. In Acts 5:33, Luke recorded that the Sanhedrin 

were “cut to the heart” by Peter and John’s preaching, but they 
“took counsel to slay them.” Also in Acts 7:54, Luke recorded that 
because of the preaching of Stephen, the Jerusalem council was 
again “cut to the heart,” but “they gnashed on him with their 
teeth,” and “they stoned Stephen” (Acts 7:59). Nevertheless, there 
were some priests who were moved by the power of the gospel to 
the desired intent. Luke wrote that “a great company of the priests 
were obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7). 

The gospel is the most powerful tool known to man for it has the 
ability to change a person’s life, and it alone offers eternal 
salvation for it will be the standard on the judgment day (John 
12:48). 

 

NOT ON SUNDAY NIGHT 
Gus Nichols 

I love the church that Jesus bought and know that it is right. 
I go there every Sunday morn But not on Sunday night. 
I love to sing the songs of God, such worship must be right. 
This I do on Sunday morn But not on Sunday night. 
May God bless our preacher, too, And give him power and might. 
And put a sinner in my place On next Sunday night. 
I'd go through mud, even snow, Do anything that's right. 
To be at church on Sunday morn, But not on Sunday night. 
Let all the others be on hand, To worship God aright. 
But I just want my easy chair And comforts Sunday night. 
I know I really need more strength To keep me in the fight 
For help I come on Sunday morn, But not on Sunday night. 
True, the church can save the world, If its pure light shines bright. 
I help it shine on Sunday morn, But not on Sunday night. 
Yes, all of us must surely die, I hope I'll be doing right. 


