Sunday, April 8, 2007

Remember in Prayer: Alton Lee Alberson; Daryl Alberson; Mary
Alberson; Tommy Alberson; Vikie Cobb; Diane Cox; Melba Cox;
Sally Etta Crawford; Gwynn Curtis; Carolyn Jordan; Jacob Gamblin;
Bill Kelly; Dot Ketchum; John and Deliah Mann; Diane Mize; Chris
Spence; Jamie Spence; Kevin Steele; Ruby Tapp; Wayne Tapp; Ron
Tega; Calvin Ursery;

Pantry item for the month of April is Clorox.

The “We Care’ list in posted in the foyer. Please update any changes
you need to make.

Ashland events: Today: Elders’ Meeting at 4:00 PM; April 14:
Workday starting @ 9:00 AM; April 22: Homecoming with Nathan
Guy;

Area events: April 20: The Alcorn county Freed-Hardeman
associates will host a benefit dinner at the Foote Street church
building in Corinth; April 29: Spring Bring Sunday at Chapman;

For the Record (April 1, 2007):
Attendance: 80  Contribution: $1448.00 Budget: $1326.00
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Now Concerning the Collection of the Saints
Russ Earl

The “collection” is a sore subject for many brethren. When
some hear these words, they squirm in their seats and often times
think *“great, here they go again”! However, in 1Corinthians 16:1-
2, we read the words of Paul to the Corinthians concerning the
collection. He gives a clear explanation in how the collection
should be done. We are to “lay aside” the things we have
prospered. It is to be purposed for the Lord’s church. Not simply a
last minute “Hey, you got a buck” type of attitude. It hurts and
saddens us when we see congregations with such low or what
could be called “weak” contribution. We cannot do the work God
intended to the best of our ability if we do not give to the best of
our ability. We should not be upset when we hear the church is
unable to host a meeting due to lack of funds; we should be
shocked and sadden by it. If we desire to host such events and
desire to spread the word of God, then we must give the best we
can. We must purpose all we can, and we must pray others will
also.

We are told to do this on the first day of the week, not every
time we assemble. It is becoming a custom in some places that the
collection plate is passed at every assembly time. While we want to
do the work God intended for us, we cannot do it with the attitude
that it is the “price of admission” when others walk in the door. If
we give as a “cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7), then there is no
reason to pass the collection more than on the first day of the week.

When the collection is taken, then it must be used for the work
of the church. We read an example of those who collected, but



then, did not use the funds they received in 2Kings 12:4-14. The
king questions the priests when he realizes nothing has been used
for the temple “Why repair ye not the breaches of the house”?
The funds which had been collected were to repair the temple.
However, at the king’s twenty-third year of reign, he realized
nothing had been repaired. It is troubling when members do not
give as they should, its sickening when congregations do not use
the money for the church, instead they used it to “pad” the bank
account. There is no sin in money being held in the bank for
emergencies, however, how many “emergencies” are we afraid
will happen at one time.

How sad it would be for us to ask a church for help and
discover they have hidden money away for a “rainy day.” The
church is here to help those in need who are worthy of help. We
are not here to make ourselves into a multi-hundred thousand
dollar organization. When we give to our congregation, we should
do so because we desire to have a part in the work of the church.
We do not give as we should when we hear a lesson we agree with,
and not give when we hear things that should cause us to repent.

The collection is done first, because Christ commanded us to
“lay aside and store” we know this as we hear the words of Christ
through the apostle Paul. Second Christ said “So let each one give
as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God
loves a cheerful giver” (2Corinthians 9:7). If Christ loves a
cheerful giver, then in order for Christ to love us for the way we
give, we must give “not grudgingly or of necessity.” Let us keep in
mind when we give, we give for the work of the church, for the
furthering of His Kingdom, for the workers of our congregation,
and for those our congregation has chosen to support. It’s not about
how we feel about our giving, it’s about how Christ feels about our
giving. Would Christ be pleased with our giving? Let us purpose in
our hearts to give as a cheerful giver and because we love our
Lord.

The collection is not a “sore” subject but is an act Christ
instructed us to keep. Let us keep His commandments.

Concrete Forgiveness

Tom Moore

There was a man who loved dogs. He served as a speaker
in various civic clubs to benefit the SPCA. He was known
far and wide as a dog lover. One day his neighbor
observed as he poured a new sidewalk from his house out
to the street. About the time he smoothed out the last
square foot of cement a large dog strayed across his
sidewalk leaving footprints in his wake. The man
muttered something under his breath and smoothed out
the footprints. He went inside to get some twine to string
up around the sidewalk only to discover dog tracks in two
directions on his new sidewalk. He smoothed those out
and put up the twine. About five minutes later he looked
out and the footprints indicated that the dog had cleared
the fence, landed on his sidewalk and proceeded as he
desired. The man was mad now. He toweled the wet
concrete smooth again. As he got back to the porch he saw
the dog come over and sit right in the middle of his
sidewalk. He went inside got his gun and came out and
shot the dog dead. The neighbor rushed over, "Why did
you do that?" he inquired, "I thought you loved dogs." The
man responded as he cradled his gun in the crook of his
arm. "l do, I do like dogs, in the abstract, not in the
concrete.

I wonder if it might not be the same with forgiveness. We
love it in the abstract, but when we really have something
to forgive, we hate it in the concrete. Concerning
forgiveness, remember the word of our Lord, "For if ye
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses"
(Matthew 6:13-14).



