News & Notes

Sunday, July 15, 2007

Remember in Prayer: Daryl Alberson; Steve Alberson Vikie Cobb;
Diane Cox; Melba Cox; Sally Etta Crawford; Gwynn Curtis; Lettie
Mae Hunt; Dot Ketchum; Tate King; James Luna; John and Deliah
Mann; Diane Mize; Rob Norman; Forrest and Cindy Phelps; Ann
Ray; Judy Robbins; Katherine Shaw; Chris Spence; Jamie Spence;
Ron Tega; Calvin Ursery; Nancy Griffin  Wamack; Mike
Westmoreland; Alvie Williford;

Pantry item for the month of July is Velveeta.

We rejoice with Ann Ray and Mike Westmoreland who were
restored to Christ this past week.

Special thanks to Tyler Roberson for taking the kids to camp this
past week.

Area events: Beginning today: July 15-18: Vacation Bible School
at the Chapman church of Christ; Vacation Bible School at the
Theo church of Christ

Sermon:in Preview:
AM: - Preach the Word
PM: - Being Fishers of Men

For the Record (July 8, 2007):
Attendance: 83  Contribution: $1425.00 Budget: $1326.00
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Today is the Day of Salvation

Jeremy Northrop

Death is one of the realties of life. Life is short and death is
real. There is no way around it. Unless one lives to see the Day of
Judgment, death will eventually happen. There is the question of
when and how but there is not the question of if. Interestingly,
when one reads the verses of Genesis 5, they will see most verses
end with the phrase, “and he died.” Some of them lived to be a
good old age, even older then anyone today will ever live. Yet,
they still died. The writer of the book of Hebrews said it well,
“And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the
judgment...” (Hebrews 9:27).

Everyone knows he or she is going to die. As was stated
previously, it is only a question of when and how. Some people die
in childhood, others at an old age. Some die quickly in a car
accident, others after long hard battles with cancer. Some die in the
presence of friends and family while others die alone. The point is
that tomorrow is not promised. Only the details of any person’s
death is unknown. James said it well, *“...whereas you do not know
what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a
vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away” (James
4:14). Again, life is short and death is real.

What about judgment? Life is short and there is very little one
can do about it. Death is real and there is even less one can do
about that. The writer of the book of Hebrews ended Hebrews 9:27
with the phrase, “...but after this the judgment.” Paul explained
judgment further in 2Corinthians 5:10 when he said, “For we must
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may
receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad.” Some have said that it does not matter what
one does now, just where he or she will spend eternity. This verse
teaches that where one spends eternity depends on what one does
here and now.

Thus, it all comes down to the actions each one does while he
or she walks the earth. Therefore, each one must ask the question
of introspection: “Do my actions please God or self?” The answer
to this simple question will help one determine where he or she

will spend eternity. The facts that life is short and death is real are
things over which people do not have any control. But, the fact that
judgment is coming is something that each one has control over.
This should be the point of focus for each one’s life.

There are things that God has commanded His people to do and
other things that God has commanded His people not to do. The
reality is that most people will stand condemned before God. Jesus
said, “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is
the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by
it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads
to life, and there are few who find it” (Matthew 7:13-14). How
does one make sure he or she is on the narrow way? How does one
make sure his works are good?

Proper application of the word of God requires time. It takes
time to study the word of God so that one will know it accurately.
Those in Berea had to take the time to study the word of God so
that they could be a noble people (Acts 17:11). If one wants to
make sure he or she is on the narrow way, then he or she must take
the time to know the word of God.

As Paul speaks of each one being judged according to his or
her works in the flesh in 2Corinthians 5, he says something else
interesting in the next chapter: “For He says: ‘In an acceptable
time | have heard you, And in the day of salvation | have helped
you.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation” (2Corinthians 6:2). He is quoting from the Old
Testament prophet Isaiah. Since no one knows when he or she will
die or when Christ will come again (see Matthew 25:13), then all
must work to be prepared for judgment. When does one need to act
on this knowledge? Now.

Then, and only then, can one begin an acceptable life of service
to God. One cannot follow the will of God while ignorant of it.
Thus, all need to resolve to repent of their sins, confess Jesus, and
be baptized for the remission of their sins. This needs to be done
today, before it is everlastingly too late. When these things are
accomplished, then one can live in faithful service to God (Acts
14:22).

This writer pleads with the reader to consider his or her soul.
Good friend, today is the day of salvation. Make yourself right
with God before it is too late.



