
Sunday, July 29, 2007 
Remember in Prayer: Daryl Alberson; Steve Alberson; Vikie Cobb; 
Diane Cox; Melba Cox; Sally Etta Crawford; Gwynn Curtis; Lettie 
Mae Hunt; Heather Joyner; Dot Ketchum; Tate King; James Luna; 
John and Deliah Mann; Diane Mize; Rob Norman; Shirley Ortiz; 
Forrest and Cindy Phelps; Ann Ray; Judy Robbins; Katherine Shaw; 
Chris Spence; Jamie Spence; Ron Tega; Calvin Ursery; Nancy Griffin 
Wamack; Alvie Williford; 

Sympathy is extended to the family of Mike Westmoreland. 

Pantry item for the month of July is Velveeta. 

Ashland events: August 12: Men’s Breakfast at 9:00 AM. 

Area events: Beginning today: Lectureship at the Southaven 
church of Christ; gospel meeting at the South Ashland church of 
Christ; August 5-8: Gospel meeting at the Potts Camp church of 
Christ; August 18: Youth rally at the Gloster Street church of 
Christ; 

 

News & Notes 

Sermon in Preview:  
AM: Lessons from Isaac 
PM: Last-Sunday-of-the-Month Singing 

 
The Ashland Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 25 
Ashland, MS  38603-0025 

www.ashlandcoc.org 

acoc@ashlandcoc.org 

Sunday: 
 Bible Study 9:30 AM 
 Worship 10:30 AM 
 Worship 5:00 PM 
Wednesday: 
 Bible Study 7:00 PM 

Shepherds: 
 Barney King 
 Carrol Street 

For the Record (July 22, 2007): 
Attendance: 80 Contribution: $1264.00 Budget: $1326.00 

 

 

 

 

 

Keeping the Church Alive: 
Bringing them in God’s Way 

Russ Earl 

 

 When we talk about bringing others to the gospel Gods way, I 
am revering to the way the Bible says it must be done. We must 
have the Bible as our doctrine, with doctrine in our preaching, and 
with love in our speech.  If we are to win souls for Christ we 
cannot teach feelings or emotions. We must teach using book, 
chapter, and verse. “For I shrank not from declaring unto you the 
whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27 ASV).   

 In order to reach the lost for our Lord our preaching needs to 
be balanced. This would include not spending too much time on 
any one subject. If others are to thoroughly know the gospel they 
need to know more than just grace. All need to know how to 
worship, how to pray, and how to give and other subjects all 
according to the word of God. We all need a balanced 
understanding of the Gospel. 

 Lessons need to be balanced in method, not simply preaching 
one way. We need topical, textural and expository lessons. Not 
simply one and none of the others which is not uncommon. We 
need to preach about the Bible and preach the Bible at the same 
time. 

 We need lessons that address many subjects not just one. We 
can’t spend all our time addressing false teachers and the wrong 
doings of others at the cost of not preaching the plan of salvation to 



the lost. While these subjects are important we should strive to 
teach a variety not only a few. 

 Lessons should be balanced in delivery. Lessons can be firm 
and direct but not angry. We can be firm and kind at the same time 
without seeming over bearing and still getting the message to the 
hearers. 

 When teaching a class we need to be balanced in the books we 
discuss. Not leaving any out so that others form there own opinions 
about them. Instead, we should strive to cover every book and 
every verse, even every phrase if possible. This way we have a 
clear and detailed understanding of the word.  Skipping a verse, 
chapter, or book would be a huge mistake. 

 While doing these things we must be sure to make our new 
members and converts feel welcome. I know that where I attend if 
I am not feeling 100 percent, just being around brethren makes me 
feel better and I always leave feeling encouraged. We all need 
encouragement and the feeling of being apart of something. We 
must let the new converts know that they now belong to Christ and 
are safe with him so long as they remain faithful. 

 We should always encourage others to read their bibles and 
new converts will learn in their studies how to “rightfully divide 
the word of truth” (2Timothy 2:15).  New converts often times 
need more encouragement than others for without it, they may feel 
as if they are being dunked and left. This is not a feeling we want 
our new brothers and sisters in Christ to have. They need love and 
attention as they grow in Christ and the knowledge of the word. 
They need instructions for worship, study habits, personal purity, 
faithfulness, dependability, how to beat temptations, and 
steadfastness in growth as a Christian. All of this needs to be 
according to the words of the Bible and not our own. If new 
converts feel as if these things are your opinions and not biblical 
they may be discouraged or worse. 

 The best encouragement will be them telling others of the 
gospel of Christ. Thus bring more in Gods way. May we always 
seek to save the lost, teach the lost and bring others to the gospel 
according to the Father’s will. 

FOOTBALL CHRISTIANITY 
 
Quarterback Sneak: People who quietly exit immediately 

following communion, a quarter of the way through 
the service. 

 
Draft choice: Selection of a seat near the door. 

 
Draw play: What many children (and a few adults) do with 

their bulletins. 

 
Bench warmer: Those whose only participation is their 

attendance Sunday morning. 

 
Fumble: Dropping a hymnal, singing the wrong verse, and 

general inattention to what’s taking place. 

 
Backfield in motion: Making two or three trips out of the 

assembly during the sermon. 

 
Stay in the pocket: What happens to a lot of money that 

should go towards the work of the church. 

 
Sudden death: The minister who preaches past his allotted 

time. 

 
Blitz: The stampede for the doors after the services. 


