Sunday, November 18, 2007

Remember in Prayer: Daryl Alberson; Steve Alberson; Tommy
Alberson; Mike Carter; Vikie Cobb; Melba Cox; Aubrey Huey; Lettie
Mae Hunt; Charles Johnson; Dot Ketchum; Sam Kidd; Sherry
Lawrence; James Luna; John and Deliah Mann; Sue Moody; Diane
Mize; Ann Ray; Katherine Shaw; Chris Spence; Jamie Spence; Ruby
Tapp; Rural Tapp; Ron Tega; Calvin Ursery; Luther Williams; Dillon
Wammack; Alvie Williford,

Sympathy is extended to the family of Tyler James.
Pantry item for the month of November is drink boxes.

Please check the bulletin boards for thank you notes hat have been
posted and additional announcements;

Ashland Events: Today: Prayer meeting at 4:00 PM;

Area Events: December 1: Benefit fund-raiser for Cindy Phelps at
the Ables Store Fire Department;

For the Record (November 11, 2007):
Attendance: 68 Contribution: $1228.00 Budget: $1326.00
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GOD IS NO
RESPECTER OF PERSONS

Jay Yeager

“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth | per-
ceive that God is no respecter of persons: But in ever na-
tion he that feareth Him and worketh righteousness, is ac-
cepted with Him” (Acts 10:34-35).

While it is true, men can and often do create barriers that
tend to segregate various segments of our society. Such is
certainly not the case with God. Regardless of the station
one may occupy in this life, each person has the opportunity
to serve God acceptably, for God requires nothing of one ac-
countable person that is not required of every accountable
person. The conditions of acceptability vary only as far as
which dispensation was (or is) in force during an individ-
ual’s lifetime (Romans 2:12; 3:19; 4:15; 3:23; | John 3:4).

That question does not pose a dilemma for any who may
read this article for all are accountable to the gospel of Christ
and have been for nearly 2,000 years (Matthew 28:18-20;
Mark 16:15-16; John 12:48; Hebrews 1:1-2). Hence, for any
accountable person to be the recipient of God’s blessing in
this life, and the life to come, obedience to the gospel must
be rendered (Matthew 7:21; Romans 1:16; Hebrews 5:9).
Those accountable persons who fail to obey the gospel will



ultimately incur the wrath of God (Matthew 7:13-14; Ro-
mans 1:18; Ephesians 5:6; Revelation 19:15). That principle
Is unalterable, for God is no respecter of persons.

In light of various and often conflicting views regarding how
a person becomes a Christian, it is imperative for us to un-
derstand that the conditions of salvation never vary from in-
dividual to individual. What is commanded by God through
His inspired word to become a child of God equally applies
to every accountable person without exception, for God is
no respecter of persons.

For instance, faith is a condition of salvation, the initial
element necessary to become a Christian (Hebrews 11:6;
Romans 10:17). Quite obviously, the person who does not
possess faith would have no desire to become a Christian if
he could. “But” says one, “Suppose he is a good man, an ex-
cellent parent and neighbor, a pillar of the community?
Would not such a person go to heaven even though he did
not possess faith?” A better question would be, would God
overlook in him what he condemns in others? Do you
know that God has already supplied the answer, and the an-
swer is No! (Mark 16:16; John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6), for
God is no respecter of persons.

Again, repentance is also a condition of salvation (Acts
17:30), which is a change of heart that leads to a changed
life (Matthew 21:28-31; Luke 15:12-24). A command which
Is by far the most difficult to obey, and for that reason the
least considered. Consequently, many continue to live sinful
lives in hopes that a form of remorse will somehow suffice,
which is not Biblical repentance at all (11 Corinthians 7:9-
10). Hear it please! Where there is no genuine repentance,
there is no forgiveness (Luke 13:3), for God is no respecter
of persons.

Again, confession stands between the alien sinner and
reconciliation unto God. For it is with the mouth confes-
sion is made unto salvation (Romans 10:10). Confession in-
volves more than merely saying certain words. Words with-
out conviction are words without meaning. Jesus made that
abundantly clear when He said, “And why call ye me, Lord,
Lord, and do not the things which I say?”” (Luke 6:46). The
person who is either ashamed of Jesus or His words
(teaching) cannot hope to secure the favor of God (Mark
8:38), for God is no respecter of persons.

Lastly, baptism is the final step in becoming a Christian.
It is the act that severs our service to the god of this world,
translating us into the kingdom (church) of God’s dear Son
(Colossians 1:13), remitting our past sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16)
that we might walk in newness of life having put on Christ
(Romans 6:3-5; Galatians 3:27). The person who fails or re-
fuses to submit to Biblical baptism is still in sin and cannot
enter heaven. Why? Because God is no respecter of per-
sons.

Life should not be measured by the number of breaths we
take but by the moments which take our breath away.

The cure for anxiety is a thankful heart (Philippians 4:6).

If you have trouble putting God first on Sunday morning,
perhaps you should put Him first on Saturday night.

Men and money are a great deal alike. The tighter they get,
the more they talk..



