News & Notes

Sunday, January 13, 2008

Remember in Prayer: Daryl Alberson; Francis Alberson; Steve
Alberson; Tommy Alberson; Francis Bennett; Vikie Cobb; Melba
Cox; Lettie Mae Hunt; Charles Johnson; Shirley Judge; Dot Ketchum;
Sam Kidd; David Lipe; Michael Lumkins; James Luna; John and
Deliah Mann; Diane Mize; Kelly Parker; Ann Ray; Jerry Ray; Ruth
Ross; Katherine Shaw; Chris Spence; Jamie Spence; Jon Street; Ron
Tega; Calvin Ursery; Luther Williams; Alvie Williford,

Sympathy is extended to the families of Kathy Allen and Barbara
Hunt.

Pantry item for the month of January is paper goods.

If you want to purchase a youth rally t-shirt, please sign the list in
the foyer ASAP.

Ashland Events: Today: Elder’s meeting at 4:00 PM; January 19:
Ashland Youth Rally at 9:30 AM;

Sermon-in Preview:
AM:."-What has God Spoken?
PM: . - Therefore, We Need to-Listen!

For the Record (January 6, 2008):
Attendance: 72 Contribution: $1458.00 Budget: $1326.00
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Increasing in the Knowledge of God

Faith in the Father
Hebrews 11:1-6

Russ Earl

What is the faith that pleases God? Do we have that
kind of faith? In Hebrews 11:1 the writer says, "Now
faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen." Do we hope in what we have not
seen? What is it that is not seen?

It's God, our heavenly Father above. We have hope in
Him, we have faith in Him who we cannot see with our
physical eyes. Do we have enough faith to follow His
commands even though we cannot physically see
Him?

Hebrews 11:2 says "For by it the elders obtained a
good testimony." By what did the elders receive a
good testimony? It was by their faith. Their faith in the
unseen was a testimony to the type of men they were.
It was a testimony to what was important in their lives.
What does our testimony say about us? Do we have
the same type of faith as the elders did? Does our faith
show forth through the life that we live? We should be
building up a good testimony by the faith we have in
God. Others should see our faith by the testimony of
our lives. One way we can reach out to others is by
how we live our lives. Others can see the faith we have



by all that we do and say.

In Hebrews 11:3 the Bible says, "By faith we under-
stand that the worlds were framed by the word of God,
so that the things which are seen were not made of
things which are visible." It's by faith that we under-
stand that God formed the world from nothing. We un-
derstand by faith that it was not made by earthly hands
but was spoken into existence by God.

It's by faith that we believe God has the power to do
such things. It's by faith we know that there is no other
way the world could have come into existence. Thus,
we have faith in what we have not seen ourselves. We
show we have faith in the things unseen by man.

In verses 4 thru 5, we see examples of faith "By faith
Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he
being dead still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken
away so that he did not see death, “and was not found,
because God had taken him”; for before he was taken
he had this testimony, that he pleased God."

These two men showed great faith in their lives, they
built up for themselves a good testimony (verse 2).
These men both had a great faith by the actions they
did throughout their lives by in faithfulness, they of-
fered up to God. Enoch's faith was so great that he
never saw death. Why didn't he see death? In verse 5
the text says " he pleased God." His testimony was
that he had great faith and obedience to the unseen
God. Thus he was counted as pleasing God.

Our last verse we look at is Hebrews 11:6 which says
"But without faith /t jis impossible to please Him, for he
who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He

is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him." The
verse should self explanatory for Christians, that we
cannot please God without faith. Not just any faith but
faith that shows how much we truly love God and how
much we are willing to rely on Him. There is little faith
and great faith; we are to have great faith. For without
such faith, we cannot please God (verse 11).

Do we have the faith that it takes to please God? Do we
have faith in the things God did that we have never
seen? We are to have faith in order to please God.

Are we pleasing God by our faith? Does our testimony
in life show that we have such faith? If not, then we
must make the changes necessary to be pleasing to
God.

Please see Russ and Lisa Earl’s reports. They are
posted on our website and the most recent report is
posted on the bulletin board in the foyer.

It Is Written

Tom Moore

Out flashed the sword of the Spirit: our Lord will fight with
no other weapon. He could have used other weapons, but He
chose to say, "It is written." There is a power in the Word of
God, which even the devil cannot deny.

The Hebrew writer declared, "For the word of God is quick,
and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, pierc-
ing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and in-
tents of the heart" (Heb. 4:12).

Think About It!




