News & Notes

Sunday, April 13, 2008

Remember in Prayer: Daryl Alberson; Tommy Alberson; Venetta
Alberson; Mary Bailey; Melvin Bennett; Vikie Cobb; Melba Cox;
Mary Ann Duke; Lettie Mae Hunt; Charles Johnson; Shirley Judge;
Dot Ketchum; Sam Kidd; Wayne Kidd; James Luna; John and Deliah
Mann; Diane Mize; Ann Ray; Jerry Ray; Jonell Rutledge; Katherine
Shaw; Chris Spence; Jamie Spence; Calvin Ursery; Alvie Williford,;

Pantry item for the month of April is Dial or Safeguard soap.

If you would like a t-shirt designed for our pre-teens (available for
all), see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.

Ashland Events: April 12: Clean-up day beginning around 9:00 AM;
April 27: Homecoming with Donald Roberson;

Area Events: Beginning today: Gospel meeting at the Beech Hill
church of Christ; April 18-20: Lectureship at the Skyline church of
Christ in Tupelo; May 3: Trip to the zoo;

Sermon in Preview:
AM:. - Amazing God (Ephesians 2:4-5)
PM: - - Amazing Gift (Ephesians 2:6-7)

For the Record (April 6, 2008):
Attendance: 75 Contribution: $1150.00 Budget: $1452.00
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Increasing in the Knowledge of God

THERE IS AN URGENCY!

Jay Yeager

Every minute of every day souls are entering this present life,
while others are departing it for eternity’s shore. Solomon
summed up that existence in capsule form: “A time to be born,
and a time to die...” (Ecclesiastes 3:2). What is the distance be-
tween the two? Man is woefully incapable of answering that
question. James wrote concerning the uncertainty of physical life:
“Where as ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what
is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time,
and then vanisheth away” (James 4:14).

That is why the word of God stresses the now — the today - , for
any one of us may have — no other. Hear the scriptures, “For He
saith, |1 have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of
salvation have | succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted
time: behold, now is the day of salvation” (11 Corinthians 6:2).

Why the urgency? Because death brings consignment (Hebrews
9:27). Two seconds after death you will know where you are go-
ing to spend eternity (Luke 16:19-31). Now, hear it please! De-
spite the false hope given at virtually every funeral service, for
the majority of those departed, that will not be a time of joy and
happiness but anguish and torment. “Enter ye in at the strait
gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because



strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life,
and few there be that find it” (Matthew 7:13-14).

“Well”, says one, “God is too loving to allow that to happen”.
Friends, is that true? Then who is the author of Matthew 7:13-14?
Can you see the absurdity of such reasoning? It is true that God is
a loving God, the sending of His Son demonstrates the depth of
that love (John 3:16; | John 4:8-9). Who among us would want to
live or die if such were not the case?

However, there is an ominous warning carried by this sense of
urgency. Do not depart this life unprepared to meet God. Solo-
mon, as he was inspired, put a bit of irony in this very serious
subject. “For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope:
for a living dog is better than a dead lion” (Ecclesiastes 9:4).
The point being, while there is life there is hope, but death re-
moves all opportunity to choose (Hebrews 9:27).

Now — today — God has provided a means of salvation through
Jesus Christ. That no matter what you are, or have been, today
you can become a new creature (Il Corinthians 5:17), by being
obedient to the gospel of Christ (Romans 1:16; Hebrews 5:8-9).
The conditions of that salvation are neither difficult to understand
or obey, you must believe with all your heart that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God (John 8:24; Acts 8:37). You must genuinely re-
pent of your past sins and face a higher and nobler life (Luke
13:3; Acts 17:30). You must confess Christ before men (Romans
10:10), and be baptized to have your sins remitted (Acts 2:38;
22:16). As a result of that obedience, Christ will add you to His
church (Acts 2:47), where you must faithfully serve Him until
your time is no more (Revelation 2:10).

There is an urgency! For if perchance your life ends before obedi-
ence is rendered, there is another side of God that no thinking per-
son would want to encounter (Romans 1:18; Ephesians 5:6; He-
brews 10:31; 12:29). Now — today — you have an opportunity to
serve God. Tomorrow? There may be no tomorrow!

Forgiveness
B.J. Naylor

One of the most beautiful words to human ears is the word
Forgiveness. Recently | heard someone say, “Forgiveness is
God’s delete key on the screen of life.” Perhaps you have been
amazed when you hit the delete key on a computer and saw the
item disappear instantly from the screen. It is a very comforting
thought to contemplate how quickly and completely God forgives
His children who approach Him in repentance.

Recently we woke to find this earth wrapped in a blanket of
snow. As | sat in contemplation of the marvelous handiwork of
our creator, the words of the Lord came to mind, “Come now, and
let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scar-
let, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crim-
son, they shall be as wool.” (Isaiah 1:18)

Our Heavenly Father used illustrations from nature that are
beautiful and easily understood to communicate His great love
and providence. The forgiveness which the Lord bestows is thor-
ough and complete. Luke records an instance in which a woman
with the reputation of a sinner annointed the feet of Jesus and
washed his feet with her tears, “And He said unto her, thy
sins are forgiven.” (Luke 7:48) Can you imagine the thrill
that came to this woman as she heard these words?

The gospel is a message of forgiveness. The Ethiopian
went on his way rejoicing after he was baptized (Acts 8:39).
It was because he had been taught about Jesus that he said,
“See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?
(Acts 8:36) The love of the Lord is expressed in forgiveness.
“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the for-
giveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace (Eph.
1:7).

“Forgiveness is God’s delete key on the screen of life.”
I’m thankful for this great blessing!



