News & Notes

Sunday, May 25, 2008

Remember in Prayer: Daryl Alberson; Tommy Alberson; Venetta
Alberson; Mary Bailey; Vikie Cobb; Melba Cox; Mary Ann Duke;
Lettie Mae Hunt; Charles Johnson; Shirley Judge; Dot Ketchum; Sam
Kidd; Wayne Kidd; James Luna; John and Deliah Mann; Diane
Mize; Willie Mae Needham; Kaylee Northrop; Larry Price; Ann Ray;
Jerry Ray; Bobby Russum; Jonell Rutledge; Katherine Shaw; Chris
Spence; Jamie Spence; Calvin Ursery; Alvie Williford;

Sympathy is extended to the family of Pauline Ward.
Pantry item for the month of May is pasta.

We are in need of the cardboard cylinders from paper towel rolls
and boxes for Vacation Bible School projects.

Ashland Events: Today: Elder’s meeting at 4:00 PM; Dinner
honoring graduates after services tonight;

Area Events: June 21: Youth rally at the Booneville church of Christ;

Sermon in Preview:
AM: - The Results of Works
PM:; - | Last-Sunday-of-the-month Singing

For the Record (May 18, 2008):
Attendance: 67 Contribution: $1338.00 Budget: $1452.00
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Increasing in the Knowledge of God

God Is

Tom Moore

A certain elementary school got a new teacher. This new teacher was
an atheist and proud of it. In fact, he was always talking about it,
and since the kids were fairly young, he intimidated them.

One day he boldly announced, “My mother was an atheist, my father
was an atheist and I'm an atheist. How many in this room are athe-
ists?”

The kids, being a little scared of him, all raised their hands; all ex-
cept for one little girl.

So then he asked her, “Well, what are you then?”

She said, “I'm a Christian. My mother is a Christian, my father is a
Christian and I'm a Christian too.”

The teacher then sarcastically snarled, “If your mother was a moron
and your father was a moron, what would that make you?”

She thought for a moment and meekly replied, “I guess that would
make me an atheist.”

The Psalmist announced, “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no
God” (Psalm 14:1).

The Psalmist also declared, “The heavens declare the glory of God;
And the firmament showeth his handiwork” (Psalm 19:1).

Since God is, we are under obligation to Him. Therefore, Solomon
said, “This is the end of the matter; all hath been heard: fear God,



and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man. For
God will bring every work into judgment, with every hidden thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

Prepare For War

Donald Z. Underwood

“Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles;, Prepare war, wake up the
mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come
up: Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into
spears: let the weak say, I am strong. The LORD also shall roar out
of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the
earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and
the strength of the children of Israel. So shall ye know that I am the
LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall Je-
rusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any
more.” (Joel 3:9-10, 16-17).

Joel prophetically spoke of time when God’s people would be in-
volved with a spiritual war. He foretold of a time in which God’s
voice would be proclaimed from Jerusalem. Luke records of such a
time, “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke
24:47). The war would begin in Jerusalem. The army of our Lord
will take the fight to the world to convict the world of sin (John
16:8). This responsibility we must fulfill.

Paul told Timothy these words in 1Timothy 1:18, “This charge I
commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which
went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good war-
fare;” The command that was given to Timothy applies to all sol-
diers of Christ. My dearest brethren, we must take the fight to the
world; we must be on the offensive in this spiritual battle. In Ephe-
sians 6:10-17, we read of the description of the soldier of Christ.
Each and every Christian must prepare himself for battle. We are in
a war to win the war. No where has God commanded us to surren-
der, retreat or quit. Unfortunately, some churches and Christians
have given up the fight. I heard an old preacher say one time, “It is

easier to go down river than up river.” His statement is true, and
going down river is not an excuse when it comes to abstaining from
the fight. When we fight that good fight, we fulfill the prophecies of
old.

The church of Christ needs to continually prepare for war. Paul said
it this way to Timothy, “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou hast heard of
me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men,
who shall be able to teach others also. Thou therefore endure hard-
ness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entan-
gleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who
hath chosen him to be a soldier.” (1Timothy 2:1-4). We are to com-
mit truth to faithful men. This is what we pass to the very next gen-
eration. If our young people do not see us studying with people,
they most likely will not study with people. If we teach our fellow
Christian how to study with others, they in turn will most likely
study with the lost. The war we wage in the name of our Lord is
hard; it is not easy. Warfare involves training ourselves to contact
people, to teach people and to do the follow up training, which
should include a commitment to battle.

The war that we wage may involve persecution and even death, such
as Stephen when he took the battle to a Jewish audience, and they, in
turn, did not like what he taught, and they killed him (Acts 7:54-60).
Today, topics such as homosexuality, the use of mechanical instru-
ments of music, the one church, and baptism are controversial in the
world, and most people do not like what the Bible has to say on
these topics. Be as it may, the soldier of Christ proclaims the right-
eousness of heaven (Isaiah 45:8 and Romans 1:16-17) on these top-
ics and many more.

As we fight this war, the Lord is our captain (Hebrews 2:10) leading
us into battle. We are not in this conflict alone, God is with us. No-
tice what Paul told the church at Rome, “Nay, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through him that loved us” (Romans
8:37). Brethren, we are more than conquerors, and we need to be-
lieve this truth and act accordingly. “What shall we then say to these
things? If God be for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31).
Our Lord will be with us to the end of time, and when that time ar-
rives, then, and only then, do we stop. Keep on keeping on!



