
News & Notes 

Sunday, July 13, 2008 

Remember in Prayer: Daryl Alberson; Tommy Alberson; Venetta 
Alberson; Mary Bailey; Dwight Barnes; Vikie Cobb; Melba Cox; Jeff 
Cunningham; Penny Ford Huckabee;  Lettie Mae Hunt; Charles 
Johnson; Dot Ketchum;  Wayne Kidd; James Luna; John and Deliah 
Mann; Diane Mize; Kaylee Northrop; Ann Ray; Oddie Ray; Jerry 
Ray;  Katherine Shaw; Chris Spence; Jamie Spence; Calvin Ursery; 
Joan Wilkerson; Alvie Williford; 

Pantry item for the month of July is pasta. 

Don‟t forget the fellowship meal after morning services next Sunday. 

Ashland Events: Today: Elder‟s meeting at 4:00 PM; July 20-24: 
Gospel meeting with David Lipe; 

Area Events: July 15: Summer Tuesday series at the Somerville 
congregation; July 13-17: Gospel meeting at the Tiplersville 
congregation, VBS at the Chapman congregation;  

Sermon in Preview: 
AM: Context! Context! Context! 
PM: The Who, What, When, Where, Why , and To Whom 

For the Record (July 6, 2008): 

Attendance: 75 Contribution: $1060.00 Budget: $1452.00 

The Ashland Church of Christ 
P. O. Box 25 

Ashland, MS  38603-0025 

www.ashlandcoc.org 

acoc@ashlandcoc.org 

Sunday: 

 Bible Study 9:30 AM 

 Worship 10:30 AM 

 Worship 5:00 PM 

Wednesday: 

 Bible Study 7:00 PM 

Shepherds: 

 Barney King 
 Carrol Street 

What Can Make Our  

Gospel Meeting Great? 
Jeremy Northrop 

 

 Plans have been made. The date has been set. If you have 

been around, then you know what is coming up. Our gospel meet-

ing. We have already been made aware of the flyers in the foyer 

and who we are to pass them out and advertise for our upcoming 

gospel meeting. As if our tradition, we have plans to have a fel-

lowship meal after the morning service on Sunday and then meet 

each evening Monday through Thursday at 6:00 PM for a time of 

fellowship and dining. It is probably no surprise to any of you 

that this bulletin article is about our plans for this gospel meeting. 

There are several things that each one of us can do that will en-

sure our gospel meeting to be a great success. Of course, any time 

the gospel is preached, there is success. This time will be no dif-

ferent. There are, however, some things that we can do to make 

sure that things are optimal. 

 The first thing any person can do (and hopefully is already 

doing) is pray. We need to ask God for His blessing to be on this 

event. We need to ask God to bless each of us with courage to 

stand up and do what we need to do, for strength to be able to at-

tend, for opportunities to invite others to attend. The list can go 

on and on. It is equally true that we need to pray for all of the 

other things that will be mentioned in this article. God is a gra-

cious God who will supply us with our needs. The biblical man-

date for prayer is obvious. Paul encouraged us to “pray without 

ceasing” (1Thessalonians 5:17). He set forth an example of prayer 



in that he certainly practiced this admonition. He encouraged 

Timothy in the local work to pray before and for everything that 

the local work entails (1Timothy 2:1-4). Jesus spent all night in 

prayer (Luke 6:12). The disciples prayed (Acts 13:3). The list can 

go on and on but the point is clear. We need to pray for our up-

coming gospel meeting. 

 Another thing that we can do is attend. You might be thinking 

this is rather obvious but we need to mention it. Today, it seems 

that people are busier than ever trying to get everything done. We 

have sporting events in which the kids are involved. We have pro-

fessional associations and other organizations of which we are 

members. We have jobs that require long hours. Sometimes, the 

motivation to attend worship services seems to dwindle in the 

middle of it all. Yet, we all remember what Hebrews 10:25 says, 

“...not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 

manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the 

more as you see the Day approaching.” Many people want this 

principle to apply to the services on Sunday morning yet it ap-

plies to every opportunity we have to meet with the saints. Let us 

not forget that the elders have set aside this time for us to be spiri-

tually uplifted and encouraged. We need to submit to them as the 

word of God says to do (Hebrews 13:17). 

 Not only do we need to attend but we need to invite others to 

attend. Who do we need to invite? First, I would submit that we 

can and need to invite Christians. The gospel meeting is a great 

time that we have to be able to worship with other Christians who 

do not attend the same congregation as we do. We can be a source 

of encouragement to them and they can be such to us. Also, we 

can invite non-Christians. This is an opportunity for us to spread 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. The great commission is that we are to 

go and teach others. This is a good time to invite others to attend 

so that they can be taught. Thus, we need to advertise, advertise, 

and then advertise some more. Give your friends and family a 

personal invitation. One of the great blessings of modern technol-

ogy is that we will be recording the lessons to publish on our 

website. It may be that you know people who live too far away to 

be able to attend personally or perhaps they are physically unable 

to attend. We need to tell them about our website and give them 

the opportunity to hear the lessons we hear. Also, as usual, we 

will be recording our lessons on audio CD. The point is this: we 

have an opportunity for evangelism here that goes beyond July 

17, 2008. We need to use this opportunity in a good way. 

 Next, we need to encourage and accommodate. We need to 

encourage our speaker to have the strength and courage to preach 

the word (2Timothy 4:2). But also, several responsibilities have 

been placed on us as members. As mentioned earlier, we have 

plans to have a fellowship meal after services on Sunday morning 

and each evening Monday to Thursday. Food then has to be pre-

pared. Other things have to be done to accommodate a meeting of 

this nature. The doors have to be opened and friendly people have 

to be prepared to meet and greet the people who walk through the 

doors. Plan and prepare for the event. But also, let us be sure to 

utilize what we have prepared to do. 

 Let‟s review before we move on: We need to ask for God‟s 

blessings on our gospel meeting. We need to attend every service 

of the meeting. We need to advertise so that others will attend. 

We need to accommodate both our speaker and any guests who 

will attend. 

 Finally, we need to apply what we learn from our gospel 

meeting. It is perhaps easy to come to the gospel meeting, be en-

couraged and uplifted by the things that are done and said but 

then to let that „fire‟ dwindle down as time passes. One way that 

we can avoid the fire dying is to apply continually the things that 

we learn from our gospel meeting. James said it best: “But be do-

ers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your-

selves” (James 1:22). A simple knowledge of God‟s word will 

profit us very little if we do not apply what we know. One of the 

greatest ways for this meeting to be a great success is to apply the 

things we learn throughout the week. 

 Gospel meetings are a great work. A lot of effort has already 

went into planning this upcoming gospel meeting. Let us all re-

solve today to do all that we can do in order to assure that our 

gospel meeting is a great success.  


