News & Notes

Sunday, August 10, 2008

Remember in Prayer: Juanita Akin; Daryl Alberson; Tommy
Alberson; Mary Bailey; Vikie Cobb; Melba Cox; Lettie Mae Hunt;
Charles Johnson; Dot Ketchum; Dawn Givens; Christie Hurt; Wayne
Kidd; Earl Liming; James Luna; John and Deliah Mann; Diane Mize;
Kaylee Northrop; Ann Ray; Jerry Ray; Katherine Shaw; Chris
Spence; Jamie Spence; Calvin Ursery; Alvie Williford;

Pantry item for the month of August is Sugar.
Hunter Joyner was baptized into Christ last Sunday.

Ashland Events: Today: Elder’s meeting at 4:00 PM; August 13:
Wednesdays in August;

Area Events: August 12: Summer Tuesday series at the Somerville
congregation; August 8: Lock-in at Holly Springs church of Christ;
August 23: Senior Adult Rally at the Booneville church of Christ;

Sermon in Preview:
AM: - The Role of Women'in the Church
PM: - Marriage, Divorce,.and Remarriage

For the Record (July 27, 2008):
Attendance: 96 Contribution: $123.4.00  Budget: $1452.00
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Increasing in the Knowledge of God

Praise God with the Heart, or Man-
made, Mechanical Instruments?

Tim Childs

A mechanical instrument is an inanimate object. Since it is non-
living, it is therefore unable to comprehend any messages from its
maker. It does not entertain any rational thoughts to communicate
to its maker. A mechanical instrument never expresses
appreciation to its maker for making it in the first place, or to its
owner for taking good care of it. It has no spirit with which to
convey gratitude for its owner cleaning it, or protecting it from
bad weather, or from abuse by a pet or small child.

The members of our body are to be used faithfully as instruments
of righteousness (Romans 6:13). While God wonderfully created
man [not only physically, but also spiritually (in his own image)],
including his heart and his lips whereby he may praise God, every
mechanical instrument is inferior simply from the standpoint it is
man made. God is able to use the instruments he has made and
sanctified for his service, i.e. our hearts and tongues (our
composite being). "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving
thanks to his name" (Hebrews 13:15).

In worship man communicates messages from his spirit to God
who is the infinite Spirit. These messages must convey our deep
humility and submission to his Divine authority. God is God. I



am not God. God is not a man, and so his thoughts and ways
transcend our own. God has communicated through command
and approved example what he expects of his people who follow
Christ. Christians are not at liberty to tinker and play with what
he has called for. With respect to music, according to Ephesians
5:19 and Colossians 3:16, the only instrument to be employed in
Christian worship is a grateful heart in tune and in step with him.

In the exclusive employment of vocal music, we are in the
blessed company of Jesus who sang with his disciples, the
Apostles who sang with the first Christians, and the church (being
guided by the Holy Spirit/given all things pertaining to life and
godliness) that Jesus established throughout the Roman empire.
One might listen to an organ, or a full orchestra play all day and
he would never hear the first intelligible thought. He would never
learn anything about God, Jesus, his Son, the Holy Spirit, the
church, or about faithful Christian living and service.

One would never be edified in the biblical sense, nor encouraged
to patient steadfastness in the Lord. He would never be reminded
of the home for which we long and how beautiful heaven must
be. Therefore, we will be content to “sing with the spirit,” and
“the understanding also” (1 Corinthians 14:15).

The Keys

Tom Moore

There are transitional moments in life that confirm something
tremendous has taken place. One of those moments occurs in a
teenager's life and in lives of the parents of that particular
teenager, when a mom or a dad gives to him or her the keys to the
car for the first time for a solo run. What a transitional moment
this is! Many of us have already experienced this. Some of you
still have to experience it in life, but, I guarantee you, it's going to
happen. It's going to be a step of growth for you. It's a time when
you release to your child into an adult world. It's a change in your

son or daughter's life from which they are never going to turn
back. It's a moment in which you are giving your child an adult
responsibility.

It is a transitional moment for the child also because the teenager
recognizes that he has been given a great responsibility. It's an
adult responsibility. He also realizes that this is something that he
needs to take care with because great trust has been put in him.
Teenagers need to prove to their parents that the validity of their
faith in them is correct.

In the Scripture, Jesus did something very similar for His
disciples. Jesus said, "as the Father hath sent me, even so send I
you" (Jn. 20:21). Jesus is tossing the keys to the kingdom to His
disciples. He is demonstrating to them that He is entrusting to
them the message of the gospel. He gives to them a great
privilege.

The same is true for us to day. We now have the keys to the
kingdom - we now have the authority to preach the Lord's
entrance requirements into His kingdom (Mt. 28:19-20; Mk.
16:15-16). How will we fulfill our obligation? Will we abide
exactly by God's law? Will we be compassionate, courteous, kind
and loving? Will we fulfill our Christian responsibility to our
Father and fellowman? What an awesome responsibility the
Father has placed upon us. May we never disappoint our Father.

Think About It!

Have A Great Day!



