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Increasing in the Knowledge of God
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short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23), this subject holds
special importance to us all. As we examine this Biblical

Sermon in Preview: subject, we will notice that salvation involves four basic

AM: - The Singularity of the Church things.

PM:; - The Withdrawal of Fellowship
For the Record (August 17, 2008): The Desire of God
Attendance: 85 Contribution: $1345.4.00  Budget: $1452.00 . ) _

Paul wr ot e, AfFor this is g

The Ashland Church of Christ of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and
P. 0. Box 25 to come unto the knowl ed)ge

Ashland, MS 38603-0025
www.ashlandcoc.org
acoc@ashlandcoc.org

God wants all men to be saved. This desire moved Him to
send His only begotten Son into the world so that all men

Sunday: could have the opportunity of salvation (John 3:16). He
o 1030 AM remains A. .. |-wadgmetuilling that amyg  t
Worship  5:00 PM should perish, but that all should come to

N e sudy  7:00 PM repentanceo (2Peter 2:9). A
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The Death of Christ

You cannot study the Bible without realizing that
salvation involves the death of Christ. Peter explained,

Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of
Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead,
even by him doth this man stand here before you
whole. [11] This is the stone which was set at nought
of you builders, which is become the head of the
corner. [12] Neither is there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:10-12).

Jesus is directly connected with our salvation. The Hebrews
writer wr ot e, ifBut we
lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned
with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should
taste death for every
death that Christ shed His precious blood which washes
away our sins when we are baptized (Acts 2:38; 22:16).

Al t hough Jesusd death is di
only when man is baptized into the death of Jesus that he
contacts the blood of Jesus and reaps the benefits of His
death.
The Direction of the Spirit
Mands salvation comes abou

of the Holy Spirit. Please understand that | am not talking
about some kind of miraculous guidance which the Holy
Spirit provides separate and apart form the word. It is
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through the word that we learn that we are sinners in need
of the help of God (Romans 3:23). Furthermore, it is
through the that we c¢o0me
(Romans 10:17). Once this faith has been created with us,
we are then directed through the word to repent of our sins
(Luke 13:3), confess Christ (Romans 10:9-10) and be
baptized for the remission of our sins (Acts 2:38). Paul
understood that salvation involves the direction of the Holy
Spirit through the word and consequently wrote that the
gospel was At he power of
1:16).

The Decision of Man

Al t hough sal vati on i
death, and the Holy
the decision of man. Man must make the final decision of
whether or not he will be saved. Being a free-moral agent,
man has the ability to make choices (Deuteronomy 30:19;
Joshua 24:15; Psalm 119:20, 173). While there are rewards
to making the right choices (Revelation 2:10; 2Timothy 4:8;
Matthew 25:21), there are punishments which go with
making the wrong choice (2Thessalonians 1:8-9; Matthew
25:41-46; Revelation 21:8). The choice that man makes
regarding salvation will determine whether he spends
eternity in Heaven or in Hell.

In our study we have seen that salvation involves the
desire of God, the death of Christ, the direction of the Holy
Spirit, ad the decision of man. God, Christ, and the Holy
Spirit have all done their part in the salvation, it is now time
for you to examine yourself and determine whether or not
you have done your part.
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