News & Notes

Sunday, January 18, 2009

Remember in Prayer: Daryl Alberson; David Anderson; Arland
Anderson; Connie Autry; Mary Bailey; Mary Elizebeth Buxton; Mary
Childers; Bobby Hopkins; J.C. Enlow; Taylor Goode; Lettie Mae
Hunt; Dot Ketchum; John and Deliah Mann; Nell McMurfee; Diane
Mize; Wayne Orman; Alva Powell; Ann Ray; Katherine Shaw;
Calvin Ursery; Joan Wilkerson; Alvie Williford;

Pantry item for the month of January is Dial or Safeguard soap.

There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer for anyone wishing to purchase a
shirt for our youth rally.

Ashland Events: Today: Prayer meeting at 4:00 PM; January 24:
Baby shower for Stephanie Judy at 3:00 PM at the home of Daisy
Johnson; January 31: Youth Rally at 9:00 AM;

Area Events: January 25: Friends and Family day at the North Greet
Street congregation in Tupelo;

ASHILLAND

Sermon in Preview:
AM: - Jonathan — Stirring God’s People Into Action (1Samuel 14)
PM: - James — From Unbeliever to Leader (John 7:1-5; James 1:1)

For the Record (January 11, 2008):
Attendance: 77 Contribution: Not posted ~ Budget: $1452.00
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ANNOUNCER

2Thessalonians 3:14

Philippians 3:17

Judas Iscariot, A Faithful Follower Fallen,

or a Tare Planted from the Beginning?
Brent Smith

Judas was chosen by Jesus from the disciples to be an apostle
(Luke 6:13-16). To the apostles, including Judas Iscariot, Jesus gave
power “against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all
manner of disease” (Matthew 10:1). This is an important fact, for, a
little later, when Jesus cast out demons, the Pharisees accuse Him
of doing so by the power of Beelzebub or the Devil (Matthew

12:24) . Jesus’ response is t
himself, by casting out demons. Therefore, at one time, Judas was
not working on the Devil’s si

He was a disciple of Jesus; an apostle, who warred against the devil,
serving the Lord.

Judas was not a tare from the beginning, planted by Satan in
the Lord’ s field. However, hi
John said Judas was a thief (John 12:6). In fact, money played a part
in his betrayal of Jesus (Mark 14:10-11). Jesus called him a demon
(John 6:70). All of this happened because Judas gave place to the
devil: “The entered Satan into Judas...” and “..the devil having now
put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray
him” (Luke 22:3; John 13:2).

Judas allowed his own heart to become more and more
calloused, for he sought opportunity to betray Jesus, and did so for
30 pieces of silver (Matthew 26:14-16), and ultimately betrayed the
Lamb of God with a kiss (Matthew 26:47-50). When his actions



were made public, Judas was overcome with worldly sorrow
(Matthew 27:1-9 ) . Having been
and innocent blood on his hands, Judas hanged himself.

Points of Application:

1. A man who witnessed the love and compassion of Christ, sold
Him out. A man wh o knew
betrayed Him for money. It could happen to you, if you gave
the devil a place in your heart.

2. There are two kinds of sorrow, the sorrow of the world and
godly sorrow (2Corinthians 7:10). Peter betrayed Jesus and
wept bitterly because of what he had done. Judas was sorry
for himself.

3. Finally, the taki
bridges.” There were no
make amends after he killed himself. Consider the patriarch
Job, who, in all his sufferings, in spite of his own death wish,
kept living. Today, when we suffer the consequences of our
own sins, it is best to follow the pattern of Peter who, in
contrition, repented, and served God faithfully, even as a
martyr.
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Salvation In Christ
Garry Martin

Matthew wrote, telling his readers that Jesus was the Son of
God — And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son,
i n whom | am wel |l pl eased”
baptized by John the baptizer — after Jesus came up out of the
water, God identified to the world about His relationship with
Jesus, “This is my beloved S

Jesus is the only way of salvation (2Timothy 2:10) and it is
through Him we come to know God (John 14:6-7). After a person
obeys the gospel (Mark 16:16; Romans 6:17-18), they must
continue to keep His commandments—
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And hereby we do know that we know him, if we
keep his commandments. He that saith, | know him,
and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the
truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in
him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know
we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him
ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked
(1John 2:3-6).

A person may admit that Jesus is the Savior of the world. It is
one thing to admit that Jesus is the Savior (Matthew 1:21) and it is
another thing to know Jesus as the way of salvation. | may tell you |
know who is president of the United States. | know who the
president is; however, | do not know him personally. A person may
know a hundred people by name, yet not know them in a personal
way. By the same token, just being familiar with Jesus and knowing
some verses in the Bible
3:16) is not all one must do for their sins to be forgiven.

Jesus taught, “1f ye | ove
14:15). Jesus also told the Jews that they needed to do more than
just follow along listening to Him,

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast
out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will | profess unto them, | never
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity
(Matthew 7:21-23).

I n concl usion: Jesus said,
do not the things which |
Jesus and to have salvation through Him is to do what He tells us to
do. This is plainly spelled out in these passages: John 8:24; Luke
13:3; Matthew 10:32; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38.
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