News & Notes

Sunday, March 15, 2009

Remember in Prayer: Connie Alberson; Robbie Alberson; Connie
Autry; Mary Bailey; Freeman Duncan; J.C. Enlow; Taylor Goode;
Lettie Mae Hunt; Lonnie Hurt; Dot Ketchum; John and Deliah Mann;
Diane Mize; Alva Powell; Ann Ray; Brandon Ray; Eddie Stacks; Ron
Tega; Calvin Ursery; Mary Wilson; Joan Wilkerson; Alvie Williford;

Sympathy is extended the family of Chad Duncan.
Pantry item for the month of March is spaghetti sauce.

Ashland Events: Today: Prayer meeting at 4:00 PM; Youth
devotional following evening service; March 29: Fellowship meal
following morning service and early afternoon service at South
Ashland; April 4: Ladies Day.

Area Events: Beginning today: Gospel meetings at the Bluff Road
and Chapman congregations; March 23-26: Gospel meeting at the
Calvary Hill congregation;

ASHILLAND

Sermon in Preview:
AM: - Isaiah — Pointing to Christ
PM: - Jeremiah— Tears for God’s People

For the Record (March 8, 2008):
Attendance: 68 Contribution: $1480.00 Budget: $1459.00
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The Establishment of the Church

Chuck Northrop

If you were asked where was the church established, how would
you answer? I’'m confident we would receive nearly as many
answers as people we asked. Some may say Rome, others may say
Germany or England, and still others may say various cities in
America.

If you were asked when was the church established, how would you
answer? Again, the answer would probably be as variable as the
number of people asked. Answers would range thousands of years
before Christ to within the last century.

If you were asked who established the church, how would you
respond? Some would say Abraham, others would say Jesus, and
still others might say Luther, Calvin, Smythe, Wesley, or Miller.

If we really wanted the right answers to these questions, where
should we turn? Where should we look to find the correct answers?
Since God adds the saved to the church (Acts 2:47), and since Jesus
is the Savior of the body (Ephesians 5:23) which is the church
(Ephesians 1:22-23), then the church concerns the salvation of
man. And, since the church concerns mankind’s redemption, then
its establishment is of utmost importance. So where can we find out
about the establishment of the church? In the same place we read
about the church — the Bible. So according to the Bible, who
established the church, and where and when was it established?



The answer to the first question is Jesus. On the coast of Caesarea
Philippi, Jesus promised His disciples He would build His church
(Matthew 16:18). That, in itself, ought to answer the question.
However, there is more to it. Not only did Jesus promise to build
the church, He purchased it with His own blood (Acts 20:28). We
often think about the blood of Jesus paying the price of sin, but it
also paid the price for the church. For this reason, when sin is
wiped away, God adds the saved to the church. Now let’s apply
this. Paul wrote, “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1
Corinthians 6:20).

Second question: When was the church established? The church
was established on Pentecost fifty days after the death of Christ.
Notice this: (1) Jesus promised the kingdom was at hand (Matthew
4:17). (2) Jesus promised to build His church, and this would come
to fruition when Peter was given the keys of the kingdom (Matthew
16:18-19). (3) Jesus promised there would be some who would not
taste of death until they see the kingdom (Mark 9:1). (4) Jesus
promised at the institution of the Lord’s supper that He would not
drink the fruit of the vine with His disciples until the kingdom
came (Matthew 26:29). (5) Jesus promised the kingdom would
“come with power” (Mark 9:1). When did all of these things come
to pass? The Jewish holiday of Pentecost fifty days after the
crucifixion of Christ (Acts 2). It was near to the time of Jesus’
preaching. The church was built upon Peter’s proclamation of
Christ (Acts 2:14), and God added those who were saved to the
church (Acts 2:41,47). It came during the lifetime of those to
whom Jesus spoke. After its establishment, the disciples partook of
the Lord’s supper (Acts 2:42), and it came with power (Acts 2:2-4).
Thus, the church was established on Pentecost of AD 30 as
recorded in Acts 2.

Finally, where was the church established? Since the Bible teaches
the church was established on the day of Pentecost, then the where
is simple — the city of Jerusalem (Acts 2:5).

Are you a member of a church established by Jesus in the city of
Jerusalem fifty days after His death? Do you want to learn more

about the church Jesus established, then please write to us and let us
know how we may help you.

God’s Compassion

Tom Moore

The Barcelona Olympics of 1992 provided one of track and field's most
incredible moments.

Britain's Derek Redmond had dreamed all his life of winning a gold medal in
the 400-meter race, and his dream was in sight as the gun sounded in the
semifinals at Barcelona. He was running the race of his life and could see
the finish line as he rounded the turn into the backstretch. Suddenly he felt a
sharp pain go up the back of his leg - He fell face first onto the track with a
torn right hamstring.

Sports lllustrated recorded the dramatic events:

As the medical attendants were approaching, Redmond fought to his feet.
"It was animal instinct," he would say later. He set out hopping, in a crazed
attempt to finish the race. When he reached the stretch, a large man in a T-
shirt came out of the stands, hurled aside a security guard and ran to
Redmond, embracing him. It was Jim Redmond, Derek's father. "You don't
have to do this," he told his weeping son. "Yes, | do," said Derek. "Well,
then," said Jim, "we're going to finish this together." And they did. Fighting
off security men, the son's head sometimes buried in his father's shoulder,
they stayed in Derek's lane all the way to the end, as the crowd gaped, then
rose and howled and wept. Derek didn't walk away with the gold medal, but
he walked away with an incredible memory of a father who, when he saw
his son in pain, left his seat in the stands to help him finish the race.

This is the kind of experience we can enjoy with God. When we are
experiencing pain and we're struggling to finish the race, we can be
confident that we will have help to aide us along the way. Paul said, "l can
do all things through Christ who strengthens me" (Philippians 4:13). Jesus
said, "and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age" (Matthew
28:20). Praise God for His compassion!

Think About It!



