News & Notes

Sunday, August 9, 2009

Remember in Prayer: Mary Baily; Clifton Holmes; Dot Ketchum,;
Dallas King; Billy Liming; John and Deliah Mann; Maria Mayes;
Ann Ray; Gallen Runsick; Katherine Shaw; Ruby Tapp; Calvin
Ursery; Joan Wilkerson; Alvie Williford;

Sympathy is extended to the families of Pete Samples and Shirley
Graves.

Pantry item for the month of August is trash bags.

Ashland Events: Today: Elder’s meeting at 4:00 PM; Ladies Bible
class at 4:00 PM in the dining hall; August 12: Wednesdays in
August;

Area Events: August 15: Youth rally at Gloster Street in Tupelo;
August 22: Senior adult Rally at Booneville; September 12: Family
lectureship/workshop at the North Green Street congregation in
Tupelo;

ASHILLAND

Sermon in Preview:
AM: - The Romans
PM: . The -Corinthians

For the Record (August 2, 2009):
Attendance: 67 Contribution: $1564.00 Budget: $1459.00

The Ashland Church of Christ
P. O.Box 25
Ashland, MS 38603-0025

www.ashlandcoc.org
acoc@ashlandcoc.org

Sunday:

Bible Study  9:30 AM

Worship 10:30 AM

Worship 5:00 PM
Wednesday:

Bible Study  7:00 PM
Shepherds:

Barney King

Jeft Roberson

Carrol Street

ANNOUNCER

Philippians 3:17 2Thessalonians 3:14

Are You Sanctified?

Adam Evans

When we speak of being sanctified, or set apart, do we really
understand the fullness of that statement? Many times in
religious circles we use the term loosely. However, this term
references not only those who are saints, but also the holy way
of life.

When we obey from the heart that form of doctrine delivered,
the precious gospel of Jesus Christ, we are added to the saved
(Acts 2:47), the church. As a penitent (Acts 17:30) believer
(John 8:24) confessing Christ as Lord (Romans 10:10), we
complete our obedience to Him in immersion (Galatians 3:27).
In this process of salvation, we are delivered from the power of
darkness and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son
through the redemption found in His blood, the forgiveness of
sin (Colossians 1:13-14). This new birth process is to be of water
and the spirit (John 3:3-5). We reach that blood shed (Revelation
1:5) when we are baptized (Acts 2:38). It is through this process
that we are saved (Mark 16:16; 1Peter 3:21).

But is this all to salvation? The Bible teaches that those who are
living saved are saved. It is necessary to be a faithfully obedient
Christian (Matthew 7:21-23). We must be “doers of the word,
and not hearers only” (James 1:22). We must walk in the light to
maintain our spiritual fellowship with our God (1John 1:6-10).
Faithfulness is required for a crown of life (Revelation 2:10).




Hence, being set apart for a holy or sacred purpose is essential to
the Christian walk.

Unfortunately, many today are living what appears to be a
faithful Christian life, however they are living as close to the
world as possible. Christians today are falling into the mold of
society, culture, and denominationalism instead of allowing God
to mold our lives. “...present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Romans 12:1-2).

Today, if we were to line up adult Christians with those of the
denominational world who are very worldly, you would not be
able to see much difference. When we watch all the same shows,
listen to the same music, participate in the same questionable
activities, we are no different than the world. We are to be in the
world, but not of the world. “If ye were of the world, the world
would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth
you” (John 15:19).

Take the average school age child and place them next to one of
their school mates. How much alike would they be? We push
and push our children to be like the world so they will not be
different. However, if they are of the world, they will be
conformed to this world, which is the exact opposite of what
God commands in Romans 12:2. We must strive to place before
ourselves and our children the mold of God’s world (John 17:17,
19). When we shape ourselves into the righteousness of God and
not the vanity of man, we are then sanctified.

The Christian and Gambling

Mark Lindley

Did you realize that 2.9 percent of U.S adults are considered to
be problem gamblers? The gambling casinos would like to

persuade us that gambling is a good, wholesome form of
recreation like fishing or golfing. What the casinos do not tell us
is that the average debt incurred by a male problem gambler is
between $55,000 and $90,000. Neither do the casinos want us to
know that the suicide rate for problem gamblers is twenty times
higher than for non-gamblers (one in five attempts suicide). No,
the billboards advertising for the Tunica gaming business do not
want us to know that 65 percent of problem gamblers commit
crimes to support their gambling habit, and that the average rate
of divorce for problem gamblers is nearly double that of non-
gamblers.

Of course, some would respond by saying, “I’'m not a problem
gambler. I’m not addicted, and I view it as harmless recreation.”
We might expect such statements from those who do not claim
to be Christians, but it is alarming to hear Christians (?)
defending gambling. Gambling is at odds with the Christian life
for the following reasons: (1) It violates the principle of
stewardship (1Corinthians 4:2; Psalm 50:10-12; Matthew 25:14-
30). God expects us to use our money wisely! (2) Gambling is
often motivated by covetousness and a love of money
(Colossians 3:5; Luke 12:15; 1Timothy 6:9-10). (3) Gambling
violates the golden rule (Matthew 7:12). In gambling, one must
desire the misfortune of his opponent. One cannot honor the
golden rule while desiring the misfortune of another; (4)
Gambling is addictive and enslaving (cf. 1Corinthians 6:12).
There can be no dispute about the addictive nature of gambling
since 15 million people in America show signs of gambling
addiction; (5) The known gambler will lose his ability to
influence others for Christ (cf. 1Corinthians 9:12). Can a sincere
child of God practice that which will hinder the cause of Christ?
(6) Gambling violates the Bible’s work ethic (Genesis 3:19;
2Thessalonians 3:10; Ephesians 4:28).

These are just some of the reasons a Christian must not
gamble. Others could be given. Though the Bible does not
say, “Thou shalt not gamble,” the scriptural principles set
forth here condemn it.



